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CONGRESSIONAL.

SPEECH OF MR. JOHN M. CLAYTON,
OF DELAWARE,

[n vindieation of he Central American ireaty concluded
with Greal Britain on the 1uth April, 1960 ; delivered
in the Senate March & and 8, 1851,

Mr. CLAYTON suid : I rising for the first tima, after
i long absence, 10 address the Senate, | lubor under some
l’mh!m::jlllwm obse rving thist li:]e anlle:r:w lroulid
e ale gene slrangers Lo we, spd thal nol & single
individual of all my wicient ussocintes who served with
me in this body (weniy-lfour years sigo is N0wW present.
um frreaistibly led buck to (he eveuts of & period over
which nearly & quarter of a century has spread its man-
tle, when those who filled this chamber as the represent-
atives of the sovereign Sttes of this Union mingled in
Jiscussion on the great issues then before the country,
wnd when the walls of this chamber daily e with the
ochoes of their voices, a4 they poured forth *ihe logic
and (he wisdom and (he wit” for which they were so pre.
flﬂlﬂﬂll“? distinguished.  Their debates were bul jusily
o the of & Roman trivmph, moving
wn dignity and order to the lofty music of is mareh, and
glittering all over with the spoils of the civilized world,
They are gone ; and I, the youngeet and humblest of their
body, um left 10 tell the tale. The lust of them who Jelt
this scene of their striles and contentions was the pres-
ent Vice President of the United States, the Hon. Wm.
. King, who presided over the deliberations ol the Sen-
ate nearly twenty years with unsurpassed ability and
impartiality, and who, during a long period, occupied the
post of ehiel distingtion here as the chairman of the Com-
mitiee on Fareign Relations—
Y Statesman, ye! (riend o temih—of voul
1o setion fabibiful, wod i bouor elear 1

| confess, also, a leeling of embarrassment from an-
other source. | mm called upon 1o vindicate wyself
sgainst charges of the grossest churacier preferred ugauinst
me here during my absence. 1t is the first tme in the
course of a long life that I have found it necessary to
defend mysell against delgu-lmg imputations before any
public tibunal.  The calumnies which bave been ul-
tered here were all made in connexion with the treaty
of the 10th of April, 1850 and 1 intend, it health and
strength permit, to vindicate the course which [ adopted
while acting aa Seeretary of Stule under the administra-
Ii?n of the lamented Taylor, in regard to the negotiation
of that trealy.

It is & duty incumbent on me to speak—not, however,
merely for my own vindication, but to enable others now
iz the administration of the gnvernment to understand a
subject upon which truth bas been more perverled, and
falsehood more industricusly propagated, than ow any
other topic of the day. In dil_lchar?m; thia duty, 1 Ihl]}]
endeavor to speak of others with all possible respect, con-
sistently with what I owe 1o truth, 1o the country, and to
mysell. All who recollect my cquree of conduct while
I pceupied a seat in thia chamber” will bear me witness
that [ never assailed any man personally in debate—never
was engaged in any controversy persoual in its character
with any one, unless il was previoasly provoked by him
Odi sceipitiem, But now let it be well understood by
ull here that for every word [ utter in debate | hold my-
sell j:muna'lli responsible everywhere as & gentleman
and a mwan of honor, | Lave very great contempt for that
class of puppies whose courage is evinced by their si-
lenee when they are hung up by the ear, Whenattacked,
| will defead myscll without the slightest regard 1o con-
siquences ; and in doing thal, as | am liable 10 tle in-
firisities of other men, | will carry the war inlo Aliica
whenever I thiuk the assailant worthy o my notice. On
this cecasion mueh of what | intended to say must be
omitted, in consequence of the absence of the distin-
1uj|iud senator from Michigan, [Mr Cass.] who into
duced the discussion in this chamber of Tunreday, the
fth of January lest. | regret bis absence and the cavse
of it. 1 cannol say those things which | intended to say
10 him if he were here, for 1 do not much approve of the
modern plan of attackipg absent men, who can have no
opporiunity ol defending themselves on the spot.
ever, in king of the subjects referred 1o in that de-
bate, in which that senator was my pringipal accuser du-
ring my b, 1 must rily apeak of hLim, be.
cause my own defence,
erty ol speech atihe first moment afler the Senate e
wudil, hear me, would otherwise be unintelligitle
And I will say [urtber, that | am willing to remain bere
till harvest il necessary, in order that all others who may

L 1o reply to anything [ shall say may bave [ull and

le opportanity ol doing so.
"T: the time to which In'lun relerrid, the 6th of Jan-
wﬁ’ laat, the eenator from Michigan rose in his place
and demanded an opporunity 1o make a personal expla-
uation, [n the conrse of (hat explanation he distinetly

sinoere,

How- |

boih agreed that we never could and never would recog-
nise wny Wile 10 the eminent domain, a8 existiog in Great
Briwin, in what was called British Honduras or Belize.
We concurred exactly with the report of the honorable
chairman of the Commitiee on Foreign Kelations, thatall
the title that Great Briwin bad in the territory called
Belize was the right of owsumucy in tbe territory
pointed out in be trenty of 1788, between Great Bril-
ain and Spain. I

Sur, there were other extraordinary statements made on
that occasion. [t was stated by some one in debate that
Gen. Taylor's execulive message to the Senate, comuu-
nicating the ireaty of the 19th of April, 1850, had de-
ecribed the country within which the British were not 1o
oceupy, lortily, eolonize, or assume or exercise any do-
minion, as extendiog from the sombern part of Mexico
to the intenor of New Granada The President had siated
in that executive message that the treaty provided for the
i;lnls:lmn of ull the routes heiween ithe pointa which |

ave Just named ; but the country [rom which the British
were excluded by the treaty was the country described in
the first article. The eighth article speaks ol protection
1o be given to the Tehuvantepec route and the Panama
route; and o sad blunder was made by somebody in
quating that passage to show that British Honduras was
tneluded i that treaty, It is unnecessary for me to ex-
puse what is al once made palpable 1o every one who
will look at the eighth section of the ireaty.

Again: it was insinuated in debate, it [understood it,
that the President and cabinet had not been informed o
my proceediogs at the time of the exchange of the ralifi-
calions. On what suthority such an insinuation may
huve heen made it is | hle for me to conjecture, for
I think at this very moment oue of (be cubinet of Presi-
dent Taylor is witliia hearing ol my voice, and will bear
testimony with me, as every other member would, that
the whole subject was referred 1o the President, and per-
leetly understood by every cabinet minster, ad well as
by ibe President bimsell. 11 is ouly necessary to mention
these things, and | have done with them. "It is painful
to allude to accusations built upon sucl: miserable state-
ments as this .

At the instace of the senalor from Michigan, a reso.
lution was adepled by the Senate on the 271h of January
| lust referrivg my correspondence with Sic H. L Bulwer,
Cat the ume of vxchanging raliications, 1o the Commitiee
on Foreign Relations, with instruetions (o that com-
mitlee 10 ingiite whial measures were necessary on the
(it ol e Senale o be taken on account ol it Oa the
11th of February the commitiee repoited a resolution that
Mr. Bulwer's declaration acd my reply to it * import
nothing more than an admission on the pait of the two
governments, or \heir lunctionaries, al the time of ex
changing ratifications, that nothing contained in the Lreaty
was be considered as afl-ceung the tile or existing nghis
lof Great Briam to the Eaglish settlements in Honduras
| bay, und consequently thiat nu measures are necessary on
| the part of the Senate 1o be laken because of Sir Heory's
| declaration and my reply.
| To this part of the report, which acquitted me of the
impulations cast upon me, | of course do not object. The
comwmilttee have negatived all the statements of those who
declared that the Senate dul not understand the treaty as
| bad explained it to Mr. Bulwer, or have deemed them
unworthy of their police. My irnamph over these accu-
salions is completed by the report of the very tribunal se-
lected by my accurers ik my absence to (ry me, But
there is one part of the commitlee's report which, al-
though it 18 nol necessary lor my justibcation lo relute it,
velis indispensable as an excuse for those who aasailed
me. My auitude is, therefore, in this respect, no longer
merely defensive. | deny the statements of the commit-
lee g0 far as lhey go to excase those who assailed me,
and | becomne toe aceuser in my tum.  The statement of
the commitlee lo which 1 mean to except is, that ** the
| bounidaries allotted to the British settlements on the Be-
| lize, by the treaties of 1753 and 1786, lie altogether with-
| i the territory ol the republic of Guatemala™ | mean 1o
| maintain that this opinion, or statement of the committee,
whether considered politically, geographically, or histori-
| cally, is utierly and absolutely erroneous; and that the

| Briush settements within the boundaries allotted to them

| from the earliest history ot thal country, wilthin that in-
| tendency of Mexico called Yucatan or Merida, and never

lormed u portion, and do not at this day form a portion,

| among stnlesmen by the name of Central America.

| khe term Central America has been used among some
blundering geographers and carelesa travellers as applica-
ble to many diferent parts of this bemispbere. | can
unppi{)lhﬂ commitiee with several such books as “John-
| son's Gazetteer," which was quoted in debate

| describes 1t as containing a h:se portion of ﬂiuicu and
|the whole republic of New Gmnada Such was the
'eharacter of the authorty relied upon in debate hege by

by the treaties of 1753 and 1796 are, and ever have been, |

for which [ bave demanded lib- | either of tne State of Guatemala or of the ancient viceroy- |
Senate could |alty ol Gualemals, or of that country which is known |

and which | *

charged e, an nll the reports of his remarks which ap- *ome senators to prove that they understood, wheo they |
peared in the public prints on that and the succeeding duy | Yoled on the trealy ol the 10th of April, 1850, that Brit- |

will show, with having recognised (he British title in
Hooduras, commonly called the Belize. My letter 1o
Mr. Bulwer of the 4th of July, 1850, completely dis-

proves thia accusalion, and shows that [ carefully avoid- |

ed the very thing of which be accuses me.  Another ver-
sion of his speech afterwards appeared, chargiog me
with having J:iill.ed by my letter that Central America
was not Central America at all, and that the treaty did
not ‘3?3 1o lanrrilory where Great Britain bad any
rort of clai i also is disproved by the letter. Boh
these statements did me gross injusiice, and they went
on the wings of the lightning to all parts of Ihe country
before | could possibly refute them. 1t is said falsehood
will travel & league before truth can put on his boots,
and so | found it

Kat, sir, thers was a much more graveand serious ac-
cusation thanthat.  If | onderstand it atall, it was a
charge that 1 had inserted in the letter to Sir Henry L.
Bulwer & direct falsehood ; that 1 bad stated that Mr
King, the chairman of the Commitiee on Foreign Rela-
nons, the chosen organ ol the Senate to communicate
with me—aas much the organ of this body as [ was the
organ of the President 1o communicate to the Senale
throagh him—Ubad informed me that the Senate perfectly
underatood al the time they voied upon the treaty of the
16t of April, 1550, that Britsh Honduras was not in-

el inthat weaty. The senator (rom Michigan de- |

clared, in the presence of the American Senate, that bhe |
had that very morning himsell waited on Mr. King, and
bl received from Mr, King's own lips the positive de.

nial of the sssertion. Now, Mr. Presudent, | ean uoder-
stand thie : & man of hasty impulses might make a great
mistake sven in reference to & subject ol thal character,
and might misunderstand Mr. King.
But on the Saiarday succeeding that debate there ap-
&d in the public papers of this city, under my own
and, & vindication “}u!l against-the charge, and
Mr. King's own letier, dated at the very time | was wril-
ing the letter to Sir Henry L. Bulwer, informing me, in
the very' worde used by me in the leiter to Sir Henry,
“that the S perfectly und d that British Hon.
duras was not included in the treaty.” | have the ong-
inal letter now belore me. The senator from Michigan

surely saw (hat letter in the newspaper, or he heatd it |

here in debate ; 1or some of my [nends, o whom | owe
grent acknowledgments for their defence of me on the

occasion, brought that letter to the notice of the senator ;|

wnd it mppeses irom the card of Mr. Bragg, s gentleman
of the other House and a iriend of Mr. King, published
on the Tuesduy succeeding i the publichupou of the
city, that the ble wenaior from Michigan must
himsell have seen Mr. King after the morning on which
made his accasation agains! me, and received from
Mr. King's own lips & denial of 1he siatement which the
senator made on this floor. And, sir, what followed that?
The senator came
ing, mt an Mr. ﬂlu? in hia letter, reiteraied :1'"
Actusation agaiost me. 1t does not appear upon the de.
bates that be did mo; but this did appear, that he waa
Fatiraly milent n to the whole matter of his
charge. La referring to the leter of Mr. King, he only
said that he bad nothing to do with it this left Mr.
Kiog in an unpleasant position ss well as mysell; and
"he semnion never did me the justice on any to
nme: ';\u *utement which he had made here on the Gih
1o e huary. Of that | feel that | have great cause
s “":'P'"" bere was nothing in the personal rela-
tons of the senator {rom Michigan with mysell to war-
" “]“ I 1he expeciation that he would make such an
assaull upon me. 8 fur ua | und I those relations,
e had bewn very Triendly. He had been kind to one
0 was h:!l 10 me, wyd Ivlhnu;h! 1 had repuid the obli-
ation by ; lﬁ a8 kind to ane who wiood in the same re-
ation 10 him. [n all the interoonrae which | hud with him

' WA no ':.'d:'ﬂ‘ Ilfhalerﬂ ol personal  hostility,
: } 800n have suspecied any othier man of

me injustice as the senaior from ﬁiehmn 1{ in

for that reason that | regret he 1x noy fye o P
we cannhol come 10 an Llndr'rql"”{."‘ in :'{:‘I" .Y'ﬂ:q A
“%m ion 10 these
he eorrespondence of Mr K ing,
townrds me while | wasaciing un‘,\

ol '“"’h..""‘“ reapect.  H
I8 eommunicalions with
He was ever true to b Ih:rd lmr:;:or;l.‘&docnﬁ;

wione.
of the [athers of the Sepuie, wnd mn ooe of 1
ﬁ‘wmw wubvisers of the Presidant in nlmnc:

und his whole conduet
ecretiry of Siate, were
® was lrunk, spen, and

1o the Senateon (he Monday follow- |

(ish Honduras was included in that treaty. Of course,
Lh
| large portion of Memico, but the whole repuhlic of New
stanada | Now, wmong statesmen anod legislators, the
boundaries of & country designaied by a particular phrase
Lare (bose which tbeir own governmenis have recognised
Cunder that desigoation, ¢ made atreaty on the 5ih of
December, 1525, with *Cenlral Amenea,” or “Centro-
| America,” and we bave repeatedly accredited minisiers,
for whose nussions Congress has made applutriatiouu
| from time (e time, to the government ol Central America.
i At the same lime we have sent olber men‘as ministers lo
| New Granuda as a separate government—io Mexjco as
| mnother government, special agenta to Yucatan, and con-
| suls 1o Briush Honduras. The wiiters of gazetteers and
|careless travellers may classifly countries according lo
| laney, and nobody is hort by il ttwg happen to extend
| the name of Central Ameiica to the whole imbhmus
| between North and South Ameriea, or even to the
wretic cirele ; but & siaieaman 1w expected to speak,
|whnn writing & treaty, in the language wnd according
1o the meaning of tbe terme employed his own gov-
|ernment in lormer treaties and laws. r treaty with
“Centro-Amerion,” or Central America, of Deeem-
| ber Sth, 18256, was & f(reaty with the confederated
States of Guatemala, San Salvador, Honduras, Nica-
ragua, and Costa Rien; and the constitution of the
repoblic of Central America, wdopted on the 224 of
November, 1524, and officially communicaiad 1o our gov-
| erament before we made the trealy with that republie,
| described i1s territories as embracing only the ancient
| vieeroyally of (Guatemaln, with the exception of the
| provinee of Chiapas.  Whatever was excluded by Cen-
tral Amenca (rom ber own limits could not be emhraced
inmuy treaty with that government, or any treaty re-
| epecting ils territories with oy other government, So
{ar, the committee and 1 agree. They bave repudiated
e preposterons and #illy conclusions arved at by cer-
tawin gentlemen o the debate of the 8ih of January., These
are errors of which a sehoolboy ought 10 be ashamed,
and [ content myself with referring to the lacility with
which the committee have rejected the geography of such
learned Thebans, and adopted the cooclusion that the

Amenica embraced in her own copstitution,  Bat the re-
| port of the commities shall not cover the ignorance of
others, who asseried with so much confidence here that
HBritishh Hondoras was included in the weaty | shall
proceed to prove beyond the power of soccessinl denial
that the seitlements at Belize, within the limits of the
treaty of 1756, could not by possibility be included in the
terri of Central America; aond | now thraw down the
gauntiet, not only to &ll these wise men who thonght me
%0 milly for admitting that these setiements were not
[ within the treaty, but even to this Commitiee on Foregn
Relations, and invite them 1o defend this part of their
report if they can.
| shall prove them to have been (uailg of a gross er-
ror, fiest by the suthorities which they themaelves have
relied upon, and then by every authonty, whether politi-
cal, goographical, or historical, which is worthy of re-
apect
I:‘7\‘:nd first, as to the anthorities relied upon by the eom.
mittee.  The report siates that the Rio Hondo, the north-
ern limit of the Belize settlement, is claimed by Gonte-
mala to be wholly within it territory.  Even if ihis were
true, it would prove nothing ; lor no impartial jodge ever
admits a party on his own mere assertion 10 be the owner
of any property out af hin possession, and in the posses.
wion ol another who elains it, ne is the case here,  Buy
it im not true that Guatemala clmms, or ever has claimed
the territory marked out for the Belize by the treaty of
1788, To sustain their assertion, the committes first
guote Captain Bonnyeastle's deseription of the boundaries
of Vera Paz, which literally proves nothing at all; then
they refer 1o the map which wecompanies the work, and
say that ** on that, which (they admit) is npon tof small
n acale distinetly tomark the boandaries, the river © Wal.
Ilya* or Belize appear marked in the piovines of
#m Paz.” For the boundaries extracted from Capiain
RBonnyeastle's ** Spanish Ameriea” we are refered by
the comm tes to vol. 1, page 165, Any man who will
look at them will k20 that they sra perincily conitent

en, lhey_underllood ihmt the treaty covered not only a Ius]lll. privileges, and Linmuniiies shall be derlved from thes

l

| the little State of Guatemala than from Mexico, a greatly |

treaty of 1850 includes nothing more than the Central | !D°0

|

|
|

yoio the Gull of Mexico lrom the malo lwad of e isthmas
s surrounded on the nothwest by ithe watars of the Mex-
cau Gull; by the Bay or Guif of Honduras on the south-
east | the province ol Vera Cruz bownds 1t oo the south-
wost, aud Vera Pagz, in Gusterals, on the south. Here it
Is connected wiih the continent of Norih America by an
tsthmus of about 120 miles in breadth. The Englieh have
sottements extending a short distanes along the east coast
ol Yuowtan, opposite Ambergas Key."—p. 122,

Then aguin :

*The eastain coast of Yucatan ls not inhabited by Span-
s coloniste, the Ewnglish alons appearing there, exoeptin
the swall fort of Bacalar, which has beer bullt o prevent
the British from golog luto the loerlor.—p 128

8o we see that the first authority cited by the commit-
tee entirely fails them, and proves that the British settle-
ments are in Yucaan. ; -

The next authority relied on by the committee is “‘an
atlas of Gualemala, o eight maps, prepared and engraved
in Guatemala, by order of the Chiel of the Sute, C. D,
Mariano Galves,” in 1832, on which (he commiltee ka
“the northern and western boundary of Guatemala, al-
though called * Livdero Indefinido,’ (line undefined,) is
thrown north of the Rio Hoondo; which river, both on the
map of the republic of Guatemala and on that of the de-
partment of Vera Puz, contained in the atlas, is allogether
within the hmits of Vera Paz » Now, the list obeerva-
tion which | have to make in regard to this authority ls,
thata map engraved by order of the President of the

[ United States, ineluding the Canadas within our own

limits, would not be regarded by any sensible man in a
foreign nation as much prool to show that we were en-
titled to the Canadus; and tbe next remark | have 1o
make is, that no northern and western boundary of Gun-
temala is laid down on these maps, The undefined line
proves nothing, aud the rmlmmuu that the Rio Houdo
was in the depariment of Vera Paz is 100 absund in the
eyes of any man acquainied even with the prefensions of
Guatemala to be credited for a moment, The map itself
shows that Belize is ot in Guatemala. In the State De-
partment was a map to which 1his committee ought to
have had access, but of which they knew nothing, which
proves thit the Britsh bad obtained the survey of Guate-
mala, found in her own archives in 1626 —1hat 18, #ix years
before the maps relied on were made,  1tis entitled **May
ol Guatemala, reduced from the survey in the archives of
that country.” Tt was published January 1310, 1820, by
Arrowsmith, the royal bydrographier, Gereat Britain was
uboul 1o make a trealy with Mexico, and to oblain from
Mexico & confirmation of ber tutle 1o the settlements at
Belize, derived {rom the Spanish lreaty of 1736, [t was
important for Great Britain 10 asceriain how far Guate-
mala might bave any claim to the Belize territory.  Both
Guatemala and Mexieo had revalted from Spaio, and Great
Britain had equally recognired and favored them both, [t
was imimaterial 1o her whether the Belize was siluated in
Mexico or Guatemala, as either of them would unhesi-
talingly have recognised the grant made by Spain of the
** useful domain” in British Honduras, granted by the
trealy with Spain of 1786. She sowght 10 know only
which bad the right to grant it, and she ascertained be-
yond all possible doubt from the urchives, not only of

exico, but of Guatemala herself, that the Britsh vet-
tlements at the Belize were in Yucatan, Arrowsmith’s
mar. reduced from the survey, in the archives of Guate-
mala, to which I have referred, shows that Vera Paz is
about 130 miles south of the Rio Hondo and the Belize
river, and that  Peten,” and not Vera Paz, is the north-
ern proviace of Guatemala, Vera Paz is far south of the
“ Wallys” or Belize, so called from the old English bue-
canier Wallace, who first harbored in British Honduras

|On that map, furnished from the survey of Guatemala

lierself, the Belize seitlement extends at least fifty miles
south of the river ** Wallys,” and no part of Guatemala
is pearer than eighty miles sooth of the mouth ol the
Rio Hondo, Like every other map made by Guatemala
or under her surveys, it has but little pretension 1o scien-
tific arrangement ; but it is represented as conveying &
just idea of the then existing state ol%eogm hy in Guale-
mala, and ol her own claims as exhibited by her own
ariginal survey. 1 will send the map te the chairman of
the committee if e requests it ; and as it 1s said 1o have
been one of the very maps made by order of the British
government to ascertain from whal country they should
obtain a confirmation of the Spanish title of occupancy
granted 1o the British settlers b& the ireaty of 1768, it 18
the very best evidence ihat Guatemala had no elaims
whatever to the Belize; for Great Britain could, I re-
peat, as ensily have obtained the grant of the useful do-
muin in the Belize from Gualemala as from Mexico
Having thus ascertained that Gostemala had no claims,
she proceeded to negolinte with Mexico ; and,on the 261
of Decemnber afrerwards, she made a treaty with Mexi-
of which the following 1s the 14th article :

“Amr xiv. The subjects of his Britannic Msjesty
shall, on no sesount or pretext whatsosver, be disturbed or
inulested inthe |runcﬂLle possession and exercise of whut-
ever clghts, privileges, and immanities they bhave av any
tigne eujoyed within the limits described nod laid down in
s convention, slgned between lis pald Majesty and the
King ol Spnin, on the Idth of July, 1786, whether suel

stipalatious ol the said convention, or from any other con-
cemion which may at any ttne have beten made by the
King of Spnin, or his predecessors, 10 Hritish subjects nnd
vettlars residing wnd following their lawful oocupations
within the limits aforesaid ; the two conuraoting pariies re-
serving, however, lor some more fitting opportunity, the
further arrangements of this artiele ™

No such treaty was made with Guatemala that we ever
heard of. Weses by this treaty that Great Britain ad.
mitted that the eminent domain which Spain had lost by
the revolution had 4 led upon Mexico. She did not
seck to tob Mexico of the sovereigoty over the country ;
she gained nothiog by the trealy which Spain had not
before granted 1o her; and as she soughy ouly the grant
of the uselul domain, or merely the rights of an old set-
tler, there was not & civilized nation on earth that would
have relused 10 concede as much as Mexico did, 1 she
had thought Guatemaia had any right 1o the territory she
would have nﬁ)lml to her to make the same grant, and
that Siate could as well have relused 1o confirm the grant
of lands held ander her limits for any other privae or
special purposes as she could have refosed 10 make the
same concession which Mexico made. The rightsof Great
Britain, under the treaty of 17586, to oeeupy the land and
1o ent dye-wood and mahogany, 1o erect mills to saw i,
to fish upon the coast, (o refit their ships at the adjoining
islands and terrilories embraced in the irinngle described
in that treaty, and 1o ocenpy those isla when the
vomifo would m'lagcrrnil them to remain on the main land,
were nights wh cwmld not be divested by that very
revolution which Great Britain had encouraged, without
manifest dishonor to the local government, 1f Great
Britain had sooght to seize upon the lerritory, she could
much more easily have lorced the concession of it from

BUPETIOT |10 Wer,

Foe next muthority relied vpon by the committes is
henrmay evidence, and we are not allowed to know the
name of the witness. The report says: **And the com.
miltee are informed that on the official map of Yucatan,
wubscribed by Setior Negra, as commiesioner of that prov-
published in 1845, the souhern bonndary of that
State 15 established on the parallel of eighieen dogrees |
north Iatitude.” 1f this be troe, it only proves that the
British settlements at the Belize had eneroached further
upon Yucatan and Mexico than we had sapposed. 1f,
however, this fact is adduced o prove that Guatemala
extends 1o the eighteenth degree of north latitude, it
rrﬂ'ﬂ 100 much, and it cannot possibly be true, for then |

rustemala would include the celebrated Jar, and |
the fort there established as the north limit of the Brit- |
ish settfera.  ILis not pretended that on this map, whieh

the commitiee never rmaw, Yacatan ia hounded by Goate.

mala; and il the man who gave this information will

produce the map, | will stake the whole issus between

the committee and mymsel( on the fact that the southern

boundary of Yueatan will appear by it to be on British

Honduras, or Belize.

The next and last anthorities relied upon by thia com-
mitlee to prove that British Honduran lies in the State of
Guatemala nre stll more remarkable. This part of ibe
repart is so eximordinary in ite character, that | dare not
attempt to state the mere substance of it lest 1 should do
the committee injustice, 1 will “speak by the book lest
rqulvoulian should wndo me.™ [t is, Literally, as fol-
owe :

“n 1884 the State of Guatemals made o lnrge grant of
{nnd to m pompany, on condition of actual settlsment, in the
neighborhood of the * Bay of Mondaras,” when the Hritish
rities nt Belize interposed and forbid he seitlement,
g that the grant was within thelr boundaries.  This
i od the g of Central Amerion 1o muke i1
the oconsion of & specisl commssion 0 England o settle
nod ndjust the respactive rights of the republic of Guate-
maln and of Graat Brimin, in referanes 1o the British see
tiemmanis in this quarter. This fact was communicnted o
the government of the United Swtes by M. Alvarez, Seo-
rotnry of Foreign Affaire of the Central Amerionn sonfed.
aration, nn pateh to the 5 y of Stute, dated De-
comber B0, 188, and the good offiews of this yoversment
with the Hritish Court were solicited In the proy d ne-
goumtion,  In that despateh the Secretary of Swate, re-
minded of the l.vuw.d. policy of this goverament conenrn-
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to acorodit him as the minister of Cental Amerios. i one
of the lelters of this miswier, Don Galindo, whilst a1 Wash-
Ilnglon, 10 the Secreary of Siate, dated June 3, 1535, he
contmunioates & paper, prepared wud published in Guate-
muln by Senor Anaitis, n momber of the tedernl congress
of Gentrnl Awerion for the Staie of Guatemala, tn which,
reciting that *the Eoglish seuloments between the MHlo
Hondo and the Belizs are in our terrltory,’ s able and
lorcible exposition is made of the lnjury resuling 10 Cen-
el America by the smuggling openly cirried on at the Be-
lige, io definnce of ihe revenue laws ol the conlederation ;
and n stong remonstance wgalost the protensions of tbe
nutharities teie elalming w right 1o occupy as they held in
1821, (the date of the revolotion,) and regardless of the
treaty limbs with Spain, In the letter of the Minister of
Foreign Atfairs, before referced to, this encroschment Is
shated ul more tinn foy-tive leagues.”

The only thing in all this statement of the commitiee
which can be relied upon as the claim of Guatemala her-
sell, in r?anl to the extent of her own territories, is the
letter of Alvarez, the Secretary of Foreizn Afaira of the
government of Central America. The letter of John Ga.

indo, an Irishman, who came here merely as a bearer of
despatches, and so slates in his letter of the 22d of May,
1534, and whom the British government refused to re-
CeIve #s @ commissioner 1o remonsirale sgainst the al-
leged British encronchments on Guatemala, and the pu-
jrer of Senor Anuitia, which is a mugniloquent address or
speech by w member of Congress ol Central America to
the roills thern,ﬂinnnr intended for ue,) from which he
doubtiers expected to derive much petty local popularity,
do pot bind the government of Guatemala, ure not ut-
tered by her gythorily, and are worth about as much as
the leilers of one of our own hearers of despaiches
nbroad beuting forth the claime of our government, or the
speeches of one of our modern advocates of the Monroe
doeirine, when threstening here among vaquiet old gen-
tlemen to sweep the Bringh from all the eountry north ol
49 deg, or tounnex ull Centrul Amerien to the United
States, We know, Trom the letter of Mr. Dickens, acting
Secretary of State, of the 10th of June, 1834, 1o this John
Galindo, that the subjeet of the letter of Alvarez must
have been made a cabinel question ; for the Seeretary
pledged bimeell io that letter that it should be brought to
the consideration of the Presdent. Picture 10 yourself,
then, General Jackson and his cabinel in session ; the
senator from Michigan, then being Seeretary of War, oc-
cupies the third seat at the cabinet table; John Forsyth
produces the letier of Alvarez and reads it [ o not be-
lieve he solled his fingers with the speech of Sefior Anni-
tin to his constituents in Central America, or with the let-
ters of John Galindo, whom the commities have dignified
with the name of the ** Minaiter” Don Gualindo. When
Mr. Foreyth read the passage of the letter of Alvarez,
declaring that **it had alwsys been the policy of the
United States 1o prevent and resist European setilements
in America, and that the aggressions and encroach.
ments at Belize were a dangerous and alarming violation
ol this principle,” what do you suppose was the appear-
ance and lunguage of General Jackson, who came into
power upon the adverse principle, sopported by a party
which violently denounced the Monroe doctrines, Clay’s
instruetions 1o Poinsett, and the authors of the Panama
mission especially, and all their works ! The senator
from Michigan no doubt sustained the Monroe doctrine
and the principles of the Panama mission. But how came
it about that the * mission” of Jobn Galindo, the speech
of Sefior Annitia, and letter of Secretary Alvares, were
all treated with perfect contempt, or at least pnssed over
in periect silence?! We know that General Jackson re-
[used to take any notice of the subject, as he did of the
application of the ﬂnnmment of San Salvador askiog
admission into our Union,

But this letter of Alvarez, when carefully examined,
conclusively shows that tbe Central American govern-
ment at the time did not pretend that the boundaries of
the British setlement, under the ireaty of 1786, were
within their himits. All they claimed was that “the
boundaries should be according to the letter of the con-
vention of 1786." They did not complain of the British
settlement within those limits, but they did complain “of
an encrouchment bexond those limits by more than [or-
ty-fivg lengues ™ They expressly admitted the limits of

elize, which, they said, were “definitely fixed by the
treaty of 1786 ;" and they admitted the Mexican utle or
“high domain" over the territory of Belize, by saying

that ““lhe on‘tilnl.l treaty limits had been ratified in 1520
}H the trealy between Great Britain and the republic of

exico. They sent John Galindo to England to com-
plain, not of the settlement within the limits of the treaty,
bul of the encroachments beyond them ; and the passage
cited by the committee from the letter of Alvarez to prove
that the settlement of Belize, within he ireaty limits,

rectly the reverse, as it shows that only the aggressions
and encroaciments af Helize were upen that tervitory. As
[ conmider this despatch of M. Alvarez as conclusively
admitting that British Honduras, within the treaty limits,
was not in Central America on the 30th of December,
LB, | ask the reading of that leter.

([t was then read by the clerk, as follows:

Drrarrsxst or Formion Arraies,
5t Salvador, December 80, 1884,

Sirt A short time sinos, the authorities of the Siate of
Guntemaln granted, lor purposes of setlement, sondry
lands sitanied in the neighborhood of the Bay of Hondurns
1o a company, whose object was 10 form & nationsl estab-
lishmont upou them. As soon, however, s the authorities
ol Helige were iolormed of this grant they declared that
the lands in question were withiu thelr juriediction, were
thelr property, and they positively refused to give the con-
trnctors possession of & nght which now fustly belongs to
them

This extravagant pretension is plaioly contrary 1o the
convention of 1756, based upon that of I between their
Britannio sud Catholic Majestien, which detinilively fized
the confloes ol Delige, within which the inhabimnts were
1o keep themselves ; which convention baving been ratified
by the respective courts in 1814, und subsequently in 1528,
t\-r the tren'y between Great Brimin and the republic of
Mexioo, it seema clear, without entering into guestions of
wnather deseription, that the boundaries should be nooord-
|n;i 10 e jetter of thal convention

ne inbmbimen of Belize, who have the es-

L]

tad

was upon the territory of Central America, proves di-..

e

! 1 concetn of this government, and
would, if pereisted in, lead 10 consequences of most ui-
pleasant character *

As he commillee (hus avow (hemselves donbtiul o
the “decided opinion” they expressed, | will proceed to
strengthen their doubts, and to refute their opinion, by
?‘nﬂl \bem (be information which was not before them

heir report says that “by some of the Kuaropean geog-
raphers [not Spanish] these British settlements are spoken
of asin Yucatan.” The first authority to which | shall
refer them, sa they have denied that geographers
hiave so spoken, is the ** Pictionarso Gleogy " ol Don
Antonio de Alcedo, publisked at Madrid in 1756, 1 quote
fmlm the English edition, translated by Thompson, in five
v quarto, Londoun, 1819

*'BALIS, 1o v, u river in the province and government
of Ywcataw, which runn inio the sen upon the same coust
neur the stmnd of Bacalar, wod low the bay which |-
formed by that strand nond Lowng Liland."—Vol. 1, page 129

After mentioning the thirteen provinces of Guatemala,
Alcedo expressly i t & the provinges
of **Nueva Espans,” [Mexico ]—Vol. 2, p. 64, and vol.
%, p. 108, The authority is the more conelusive, us the
writer, who was a Spanard, published his work at Ma
drid in 1786, the date of the convention which fixed the
limits of the Belize seilement. In volume 2, page 207,
Alcedo says, **the kingdom of * Goatemala’ is bounded
on the noriheas! by the province of Yucalan”

The next anthority to which | refer is Humboldrs
** Political Essay on the Kingdom of New Spain, con
taining resenrches relative 1 the geography of Mex-
ico,"” translated from the original Ffe:c? by John Bluek,
published in New York in 1511, This work of Humboldi
“ underwent the i of the Spanish government
belore it wan unbli-hed in Paris in 1810* In vol. 1, p
203, the intendency of Merida, or Yucatan, is ineluded
awmong the twelve intendencies of Mexico; and in vol
2, p. 159, the authgr says, ‘“the intendency of Merida
comprehends the great peninsula of Yucatan, situsted
between the bays of Campeachy and Honduras” Ob.
serve, it comprehends the whole of the * peninsula,”
not merely a part of it.  Again, Humboldt says, on the

excite the most anxious

same page :

" The provioce of Merida s bounded on the south by
the kingdom of Guoatemala, on the enst by the Intendency
of Vera Crue, on the west by the English estublistiments
which extend (rom the month of the Rio [londo 10 the
north ol the bay of Hanover, opposite the idand ol

Ubero, [Ambergris Key.] In s quarier, Salamanca, or
the stall fort of San Felips de liacn;l.tr' in the most sonth-
e poinl inhabited by the Spaninids.”

Again, the author says, on page 100 :

“Hince the setlament of the English betwean Oine
[Omoa] and the Rie Hondo, the government, wo diminish
the contraband trnde, concentruted the Spanish and Indian
population in the part of the peninsuia west from ihe
moudinins of Yucatan. Colonists are not permited 1o set-
tie on the western [error, tor eastern] coast, on the branetes
of the Rio Bacalar nod Rio Hondo, Al this vast country
remains nninhabited, with the exceplion of the military
port [presidin] o Sulamanca.”

And on the map of Humboldt the British settlemenis
are included in the peninsula of Yucatan.

The next work to which [ refer is that of the cele-
braled French geographer, (ihe greatest of the age,)
Malte-Brum, printed at Parisin 1847, p. 725, [rom which
| make the following extract :

“CoLoNig AnaLaisE. —Sur le territoire de Mancien  étal
Mexicalo d'Yecnisn, les Anglais pos: édent i I"embouchure
o In Belize, riviere qui s jeie duns In baie de Hondu-
ras, une colouiv nomrmiu de 4,000 habitans, Ells poste le
nom de eolonie de Honduras. Son chef lieu est Helize,
petite ville avee un port eitoé a "endroitcu la riviere de ee
nem se jette duns le mer

Having thus described the British setilement as a Brit.
ish colony in the ancient State of Yucatan, in Mexico, at
the Belize, a river which empties into the bay of Hondu.
ras, which British colony is calied the colony of Hondu-
ras, M. Malte-Brun says, p. 710, that the ancient cap-
tainey general of G la, or canlederati Central
America, is bounded on the gulf of Honduras and (he bay
of Mosquitos. In the 3d voluwe of the American edi.
tion of 1827, p. 301, Malte-Brun speaks of “‘the pe-
ninsula of Yucatan, or the intendency of Merida,” and
By

“We have distingoished on our maps, under the nnme
of English Yueatan, that part ol the peninsula which lies
to the south of the river Homda, [Hondo,) and of the Span-
sl military post of Salamanca '

Domingo Juancs, a Spaniard, in lus * History of Gua-
temala,” mays thut ** the jurisdiction ol the Royal Audien-
cin and Chancery of Guatemals extended along the At
lantic from the coast of Belize, v the bay of Honduras, to
the Escudo de Veraguay.™

North from South America, was suggesied by a unani-
waous vole of the Senale, in execulive session, on the 3d
day of Match, 1833, The resolution then adopled by the
Senate is o the fullowing words:

“ Resolved, That the President of the United States be re-
apectfully reques ed 1o consider the cxpediency of openl
negotations with the governments ol other nations, au
QI'IICII'I\!"[ with the goveraments of Centeal Amerlen and
Now Gmnada, for the purposs of effectually mw‘hﬁ.br
sujmble treaty stipalations with theo, sush Eldilrldll or
ounpanies us may undertuke o open a communicstion be-
twean the Alente nod Pacifie oceans, by the construction
of a ship-canal neross the {sthmns which connects North
und SBouth Amerien, and of securing lorever, by sueh stip-
ulations, the fren and equal right of oavigatlog saeh canal
to ull such natloas, on the puyment of such ressonsble wils
us may be sitablished 0 eompensate the capitalists who
may enguge 10 such andertaking nnd complete the work. "™

Fhis resolution was at the (ime debated by Daniel
Webster, Jobn Forsyih, and myself. It had long been u
cherished object with me to procure some communication
acroms the isthmus which would bring this country nearer
to the territories on the Pacific, and draw the treasurea of
that mighty veean, with its ten thousand fertile and pro-
ductive islande, into the poits of the United States. 1
thought then, and sl think, that the opening of such a
passage wis ol paramounl mportance nol only lo my
own country but to all others; and that even if, in com-
pleting such & work, fifty or a hundred millionsof dollars
(aye, one-hull the money vainly expended in attempti
1o dircover u northwest passage) should be expended, it
woald be & cheuper eutlay, and render more benefits and
tilessings to the world thian an equal expenditure in any
othier enterprise that had ever heen or could er-
laken by man.  introduced the resolution just eighleen
yeurn ago last l":id-.-iy, and on the next day Lon ess ad-
Joarned, and John Forsyth entered vpon” the duties of
Secrelary of State, ufler the adminisiration of President
Jackson! The sugigestion contained in the resolution met
with a wurm and hearty approval {rom the President;
and on the 1ot day of May, 1535, Charles Biddle was
charged with the duty of making inquiries with a view
to enable the Execuiive 1o comply with it Mr. Forsyi's
astructions to Mr. Buddle direct” him to proceed by the
most direct ronte to Lake Nicaragua, 10 explore the con-
templated communication by canal or railrord in that
guarter, for which purpose every facilily was granted to
Mr. Biddle, He wus allerwards directed to proceed to
examine the Panama route, and such other poinis on the
Atlantic side of the isthmus as would probubly be fixed
on for the terminution of a road. | was anxious al the
time that William Radeliff, the former consul at Chagres,
who had devoted much of his hife 10 the examination of
this great enbject, should receive the appointment  But,
unfortunately, he was no politician. Mr, Biddle disohey ed
his instruclions—never visited Nicaragua; and, alier
having procured from the governineut of New Granada
an exclusive gran of the right of way across the isthmu«
of Panams, vesting in citizens of the United Siates 'h .
monopoly ol the route, in direet opposition 1o the reeo-
lution of the Senate, be returned home, and then, for 1he
first time, eoolly informed Mr. Forsyth that it ** appesred
10 him unnecessary at present 1o enter inlo any negot a-
tions with foreign natione vpon the subject.”
_Hisidea ol an exclusive grant lo our citizens of the
right of way was in accordance with the opinion of Mr,

ise, subsequently appointed hy Mr. Polk. Both nego-
trated for @ monopoly of the passage in our own eitizens.
But there was this difference between them: that the
gra~t pegotinted by Mr. Biddle provided that \wo-thirds
of the stock ecreated hg il should be “the property of
Charles Biddle and such citizens of the United States as
he might associate with him, the office ol the company to
be in Philadelphia, and all insialments to be paid tbhere,
and the nunber ol directors o be in the same proportion
as the quantity of stock.” President Jockson was high-
ly displeased with the result; and Mr. Forsyth, on the
434 of September, 1536, immediately after ascertain-
ing the facts, in u desputch to Robert B. MecAfee, our
chargé d'affaires at Bogota, disavowed and censured the
whole proceeding, and directed him “*to diselaim all con-
nexion with the project on the part ol 1bis government,
to prevent any misunderstanding with the government
of New Grapada™ The whole object of the Senme
and the President was thus frustrated by the incom -
petency of the agent. President Jackson shortly after
wentout of office  But the subject was not permitted to
sleep. The records of the State Depariment show that
during every succeeding admmisiration that depariment
has been engaged in the consideration of this subject,
and especially in the acquisition of information ne-
censary 1o enible it 1o met with effect.  In the admirable
despatch of Mr. Wheaton, of the 17th December, 1545,
it in ohserved that, **in the letter of instructions given in
1823 by Mr Clay, then Secretary of Siate, to oar pleni-

In the third volume of the London Encyel page

419, we find that

** Belize is a river in the peninsula of Yueatan, South
America, which falls into the bay of Honduras, in latitude
14 deg. 5 min north. On (s baoks, and 1o the extent of
two hundred miles up the stroam, the Euglish eur mahog-
nuy, and by the treny of 1783 a right was guarantied 1o
Briush subjects of cutting and carrying away logwood in
the district between this river and the Lo Hondo, Beyond
the rcene of thelr opemmton the Belize is very impertectly
known*

Again:

‘el uoseaport town of Fueatan, South Amerion, is
no establishment chietly oomposed of Eoglish settlers at the
mouil ol the abave river "—md

I eould fill u volume with British authorities, describ-
ing, ut various periods during the last hundred years,
their settlements in Honduras as bciughin Mexico or Yu-
catan. The commitiee avoided all these; and their re-

potentiaries appointed 1o attend the congress of Panama,
reference is had toa cor d on this subj
tween him and the minister of Central America ; and it
was stated that if the work (a canal) shounld ever be ex-
ecuted 8o as 10 admit ol the passage of sea vessels, the
benefis of it ought not 1o be exclusively :i-rropnuld o
any one nation, but should be extended 1o all parts of the
globe, upon the payment of & just compensation or rea-
sonable tnlls." By recurring to the instruetions given lo
our ministers to Panama by Mr. Clay 1n 1824, it will be
ween thut President Adams [ully approved the principle
ni uently adopted by the American government, so
far at Jeast ns 1o negative the idea that it was either the
interest or the doty of the American e 10 oblain &
monopoly ol the right of way. Mr. Wheaton correetly
observes that after the {ailure of Mr. Biddle's grant, and
a subsequent similar grant of exclusive privileges to
Baron Thierry, the subject was again taken up in 1830 in
the House of Representatives of the United Siates, on the
inl of the merchants of New York and Philadel-

port declares that ** respect for the Swte of G I re-
quires of this government 1o ise the boundaries
she has prescribed for herself, at Jeast ul_:l‘i! they are auc-

ﬁnl, on whieh & very elaborate report was made by Mr.
ercer, [rom the Committee on Roads and Canals, mec-
pamied with docaments and maps {Hustrative of this

cesafully controverted by those
Why did not respect for Great Britain equally require of
this government to recognise ihe boundaries she pre-
sceibed for herself, or, at least, equally refer to her

imlly

talslished lmits by more than fory-five leagues, lound their
pretenslons upon the circumatanoe of their haviog oocupied
the lande (0 controversy prioe o the lodependence of Cen-
unl America. Hat such a violation ol existing treaties,
petsisied in despite the earnest and repeated remonstranoes
of the Spusish suthorities, cannot give those of Helize u
Inwiul right 1w consider that as their own which they have
in fuot usurped.

An affaic ¢l such magoitude bas constrained 1he gov
erament of Central America 1o aceredit Col Jobn Galindo
o thie British eabioet ; and the Viee President of this -
pablic does not doubt thay, through your honorble conduet,
I Progident ol the United States may make the most
o intimntions 1w the conrt of bis Majesty o pon the sub-
eot, mnd that he will ke s lively inteiesy, to1ne end that
thw rights of o nation, who lsa sister and a friend 1o that of
tue North, may not be violated,

Tue mediation ol the President will doubiless give
greater weight 1o the reprasentations which our ocommis
stover may make to the British government ; and (his re

pullie wiould deem such o mensure n most decided proof of
foendship and of a concarn for her rights.  Satler me, upon
this seamsion, 1o remind you that it has always boen an ob-
joet of the poliay of the Tnled Sutes thut thiere should be
o Earopean setilements upon the Amerioan continent, aod
bt thie ngg aid encronchmenta at Belize upon 1he
teeritory of Gentrml Amerion wio o daogorons and mo ainrm-
ing violation of this prinelple. It belongs w your groa
and happy republic to place hersell in ihe vanguard of
® polloy #o0 inierosting w the new Amdriean Siater, nnid
w aphold with hor pame our rights in the prosence ofl;n;—
Imnd,

Meanwhile | have the to tendar to your excel
looy ohve most distinguiak tmentsof the leration
wit which | mm your excellsncy’s very devotsd and obe-
dient servant, M.ALVAREZ

Thue SeonETALY or STATE

ol the [ tment of Forelgn Allales of the
Goverument of the lepablic of North Amerion.]

I will only add that even the letter of Jobn Galindo ad-
mita that the British are entitled 1o oceupy the town of
Belize ; though | do not consider his letter &n compromit-
g any interest, for he disregarded all historieal truth,
and did not represent Central America or anything else.
A letter of Mr. Murphy to the Secretary of State proves
that hie was an imposior, and was _never accredited to
England as a commissioner from Central America, but
only from the Little State of Guatemala,

| have now examined every authority cited by the com-
miten, and by each of 1hmf huve proved that the re-
part of the commiitee is erroneoas.  All these autborities
prove the Belize to be in Yucatan, and nearly all contain
the admissions ol Guatemala hersell that the conclusion
of the commitiee is utterly destitute of foundation.

Notwithstanding the commitiee wiate in one part of
their report that “from the imfermatien before them they
entertain a decided opinion that the British settlements at
Belize, as defined by ihe treatios with Spain, lie within
the 1erritory of the republic of Guatemala, and »o equally
canstitute o part of Central Ameriea,” yot they evidently
doubt whether “the information before them" was suifi-
cient (o extablish that fact; for in the very next para.

they add that *in the event of ita being ascertained
ereulier (bt these British settl on Honduras Bay
e in .whoh ‘",l" part .noﬂh and west of the proper

honor

ing Europ ton on the Americah i

with what that auth

qoote.  Firet:
“ Yuomtan is the most sastarly provines of the kingdom of

Ureaty, s it progressed from time o time. Wae

Neow Spsin, and is in the form of & peniosuia jniting ont

'hm v J
oyersete the committes, and which | now proceed 10| ™

!

™

y e
reed to the sggressi wivel te at Bellze
upon ihe ferrvioty of Cemtral America.  The mission; it
Appenrs, Was (rilless

wa 0 ", ngh they wounld not in such
cane form any part of Central Atmecica, and (hus are pot
within the sirict engagementa of the treaty, yet ihat any

*The Briush government, olaiming that Don Jomn Ga-
lindo, the mindster, was a British subjset by birth, refosed

colonies or other per 1a there by Great
Britain 0f Any other Europesn power must necessarily

I t With her we have an exisling treaty of peace,
amity, and commeree, and yet no British authorities are
referred 1o for the purpose of showing htwnumiom
although so much more eany of access. | shall not dwell
apon lﬁcm; but having cited the French and Spanish au-
thorities, | shall conclude my review of the report by re-
f;rrin 1o some of the leading American authoritiea on
the sahject.

Darby informs us that ** Belize is a river of Nonh
Amerien, in Yucatan, and on ita banks the English
L"'" their principal settlements for cutting mahogany,”

-]

The ** Encyclopedin Americana” definea Belize as a
“weaport of Mexioo, in Yucatan, at the mouth of the river
Belize,” and says **it is the only seitlement helonging 1o
ihe British on ihe coast.” The character of Francis Lie
her, the editor, as & man of science, can be siated by the
senators from South Carolina,

In the * Encyclopedia of Ge y.* by Hagh Mur-
ray, revised by Bradlord, published in 1837, s,
the author, nfter king of Merida and Cam, y. on
the weostern side of the peninaula of Yucatnn, says: “On
the sther side of the peninsula of Yucatan the British gol-
coss ihe settlement of Honduras, extending along the shore
from the Rio Hondo to the Liburn.”
| have no time (o cite other geographical works to
which | could readily reler, but | may be permitied to
quote the inatructions given by my immediate predeces-
sor, Mr. Buchanan, who, as [ 1hink, was qualified to
jadge of this question, and who, in his letier to Mr
i{m of the 8d of June, 1548, describes the couptry coded
by the treaties of 17530 and 1780, when referring 1o the
HBritish encronchments, as the *present British o
of the Belize,” snd as the “established British co I¥n of
the Bd‘i:;." to ﬂ;ichhbt.:nMrltM direction ol l:h'crﬂ Ik,
appointed a conanl, thus directly recognising t ony
“PP:lei.h colony long belore the treaty of the 4th of
July, 1850, and stll longer before tha 11th of Febraary,
1583, when this commities declared that the whole terri-
tory was in Central America. [f it were so, why did Mr.
Polk and Mr. Buchanan seek and obtain the exsquatur
for Mr. Hempstead, our consul at_the Belize, from the
British government, and not from Gualemala? Il there
had been any found ‘::r the “decid, o
this commitiee, was 8oT the course
and Mr. Bachanan & direct insult to Guatemais | And
why did the bers of thin iltee, who now show
no respect for the rights of Great Britain, and refuse even
to quote lier pretensiona 1o the territory, relying, as they
have done, exclusively upon the mere claims of Guate-
mulu, then pass over in silence all that was done by Mr-
Polk 'n administration, acknowledging the domain to be
in Great Britin, by asking her 1o the I
at Belize !
| now leave those gentlemen who wers so confident
that Britwh Hondurms was in Central America on the
Ath day of Janvary last, and who said they would not
hawn voted for the treaty if they had not I owas
there, 1o the anjoymeni of their own reflections.

y next object ia 10 vindicate the treaty, which re-
ceived the voie of forty-two senatora ien. Todo
this | shall review the history of the principle on which
it was negotiated.

The principle which for twenty years has governed all
the negotiations of the American government on ihe

P o
ted by Mr. Polk

great mabject of mn inter oceanic communieation hetween
the Alantic wid Puacilic, merons the isthinus whiekh divies

f | ire ravification, “a generml treaty of peace, n

important subject.  The report concluded with proposing
a resolution that the President should be requested *“to

ider the y of opening of confinuing nego-
tiations with the governments of other nations, and r:-
ticularly with those the territorial jurisdiction of which
comprehends the isthinus of Panama, and to which the
United States have accredited minisi te, for the
purpose of ascertaining he frlcli eﬂ‘wiu!
communieation between the Atlantic and Pacific oceans,
by the construction of a ship-canal across the isthmus,
and of securing forever, by suitable treaty stipulations,
the (ree and equal right of navigating such canxl to all
nations.”  This resolution was ananimously Ttwd 1o by
the House. It will be seen that it is almost a fiteral copy
of the Senate’s resolution of the 3d of March, 1835,

It thus appears tha! the House of Representatives
adopted the identical principle established by the Presi
dent and Senate four years previously. Mr. Adams and
Mr. Clay had merely pr that the benefits of the
communication between the two oceans should not be
exclumively appropriated to one najion, and should be ex-
tended 1o all parts of the globe on the same terms.,  But
during the administration of President Jackson we see
that our government extended the prineiple 1o the length
ombm:n] in the resolution of the Senate ;and during the
administration of President Van Buren the House of Rep-
resentalives adopied the same principle by a resolution
in nearly the same words, In 1547 President Polk car-
ried the principle into practical execution by the freaty
which was negotiated with the government of New Gra-
nada.  In bis execotive message 1o thn Senate of the 10th
of Fehruary, 1547, communicatng the trealy with New
Granada in regard 1o a canal or raidroad across the isth-
mus of Panama, he quotes st (ull length ihe resolution
of the Senate of the 3d of Mareh, 1535, oves of the
policy adopted by President Jackson and the Senate at
that period ; denies the policy of obtaining an exclusive
grant or monopoly of the nght of way to the American
people ; and vindicates the principle ol opening the com-
mumeation o all nations on the same lerms, and of consti-
all the navigating nations of the world. | ask the
retary to read the message ©

miy, navigs-
Jlnuuu

tuting alliances by negotiation, not forlroliliu] v
but for purely commercial purposes, equally inte ?“w
** To the Semate of the United States
1 trmnamit to the Sennte, for their advice with regard to

thon, and commaeres bstween the Unitod S
wnd the republie of New Granade,” oonolude,
the twallth of Dssember lnst,
ohnrgé d'affaires of the United ton, on their peret, nod
by Manael Marin Mallarino, Ssoretary ol State and Foreign
Helations, on the part of that epablie

It will be percaived by the thiny-fifth anicle of this
freaty that New Granada proposes to gnsmnty (o the gov-
srnment and eitizens of the Unied States the right of pass-
nge anarose the isbanas of Pannma, over the natural rosd
and ovet any canal or railroad which may be mnmu:
to anite the two seas, on cond ition that the United Siates
shall make a similar guarsntes to New Goansda of the nen-
teality of this portion of het wrerltory, and her soversignty
over the snine.

“The whieh d the | ion of this import-
ant atipalation in the tranty will be fally mads konows 1o
the Henate by the g ] From thess
It will nppoar that onr cburg‘ 'nifnires neoed in this pae
tioular wpon his own bility, s with I
:il::i.tl. Uwhr.-u’ﬂh L e it by

w r 1 would submit the eaty 1o
and, afler matiure Ideratl 1 hava d
adopt this conrse.

l;&' Henpamin A, B!dm
n

my duaty to
the Senate ;
Innd 0

e importsnoe of tha i
wod | olitlonl iwterenis of the United

1o the
Heutes sannot saaily he



